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Thank you, Mr. President. 
 
On behalf of my delegation, let me take this opportunity to congratulate you on your 
election as the President of the 25th Meeting of the States Parties to the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982. We are confident that we will make good 
progress on all issues under your able Leadership. We assure you of our full cooperation 
and support. 
 
We congratulate the Chairman of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf 
for a comprehensive and informative report. It is evident that the Commission is 
working through its 9 sub-commissions to expedite the examination of submissions 
made by States Parties and bring out consequent recommendations.  We have noted 
with appreciation that the Commission is working 21 weeks per year which is 
commendable.  Considering the extraordinary and significant efforts of the Commission, 
we, as the States Parties, need to consider the request of the Commission to provide 
them with adequate working space, facilities and conducive work environment. India 
would like the Division of Ocean Affairs and Law of the Sea to favourably consider this 
request of the Chairman of the Commission. 
 
India also appreciates the intention of the Chairman of the Commission for furtherance 
of the transparency in the work of the Commission and we welcome the decision of the 
Commission in this regard.   
 
We take this opportunity to congratulate the Secretary General of the International 
Seabed Authority (ISA) for detailed report and the work done by ISA. With the 
development of technology and growing interest in exploring new mineral resources, 
there has been an increase in the number of contractors from 18 to 22 and a number of 
new exploration contracts are also in the pipeline. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
The ISA is going through a very important phase in its work. There is a significant 
increase of private industries showing interest in the exploration of deep sea minerals 
as evident from 
the new exploration contracts. In this regard the International Seabed Authority’s work 
on the development of exploitation code for deep sea minerals is very important. A 
significant amount of expertise available with Legal and Technical Commission and 
facilitated by the International Seabed Authority is contributing to this effort. It is 
matter of great satisfaction that all the Stakeholders, Contractors and States parties are 
contributing to this effort. India congratulates Secretary General, International Seabed 
Authority, all the experts of Legal & Technical Commission and the States Parties for 
their support for the Mining Code which is gradually evolving.  
 
 



Mr. President, 
 
India is committed to facilitating development of regime for harnessing deep sea 
minerals in environmentally sustainable manner. As a part of this commitment, India 
organized a five-day workshop on “Polymetallic Nodules Resource classification”, in Goa, 
India from 13th to 17th October 2014 jointly with the International Seabed Authority, 
Kingston, Jamaica. Over 50 delegates, including invited speakers, LTC members, ISA 
officials and representatives of various contractors attended the workshop. Apart from 
the status of resource classification in exploration areas, environmental and social 
issues, the developments in the technical, legal and economic framework of deep sea 
exploitation for polymetallic nodules in the international waters were discussed in the 
workshop. As one of the pioneer investors registered with the International Seabed 
Authority for the exploration of polymetallic nodules in the Central Indian Ocean Basin, 
those deliberations at the workshop are of enormous significance for India towards 
exploring for non-living resources of the deep ocean floor. 
 
India’s application for exploration of polymetallic sulfides in Indian Ocean was 
approved by International Seabed Authority in 2014 and India is committed to sign a 
contract in this regard shortly.  As a part of contract, India would be providing training 
for 10 personnel from developing countries in the next 5 years. 
 
My delegation would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Vladimir 
Golitsyn on his election as President of the International Tribunal on the Law of the Sea 
and also the judges of the Tribunal on their election. 
 
India has been following the new developments in ITLOS carefully, especially in the M/V 
Virginia G’ case and advisory opinion sought by the Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission. 
India would like to acknowledge the contributions of the Tribunal to the law of the sea 
and, in particular, the significant services rendered by the judges, who retired in 
September, 2014. 
 
Thank you, Mr. President. 


